
Epiphany 3 (January 22nd, 2023) 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

1033 E. 1100 N., Decatur, IN 46733 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Leonard Tanksley, Pastor: 260-246-7470 
Church & Study: 260-724-7533 

Email: leonard.tanksley@gmail.com 
Seminarian: Michael Speckhard 

Seminarian: Adam Thiel 
Secretary: Jen Fuelling: 815-216-8516 

Email: splchurchsec@gmail.com 

 



Opening Hymn: 856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 
Stand 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

Venite LSB 220 
C O come, let us sing to the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 

let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 

For the Lord is a great God 

and a great king above all gods. 

The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 

the strength of the hills is His also. 

The sea is His, for He made it, 

and His hand formed the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

For He is our God, 

and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 

Sit 

Office Hymn: 412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:1–4 
 1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 



 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
 10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that 

there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 
11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my 

brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I 

follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 

baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 
15so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of 

Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send 

me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of 

Christ be emptied of its power. 

 18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 

is the power of God. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 4:12–25 
 12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13And leaving 

Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so 

that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 

 have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

 on them a light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed 

him. 21And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 

brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel 

of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24So his fame 

spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases 



and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25And great 

crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from 

beyond the Jordan. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory LSB 221 
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 

Hymn of the Day: 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

Sermon 

Stand 

Creedal Hymn: 940 Holy God, We Praise Thy Name sts. 1–5 
Sit 

Offering 

Stand 

Kyrie LSB 227 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Collects 
L O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 



Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of 

Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Church  
P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and bless You for the love that sustains 

us from day to day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for 

Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives of all faithful and just people, and for 

the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, 

and enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. 

Strengthen Your faithful people through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them 

perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in them the faith once delivered to the 

saints. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in Your 

Church that, by their devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to advance 

the Gospel both at home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P In Your mercy strengthen newly established congregations, and support them in challenging 

times. Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal 

for the Gospel refresh and renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a peaceable life with integrity. 

Grant health and favor to all who bear office in our land, especially the president and 

congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state and to all those who 

make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this people according to Your holy 

will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of love, and order our days in Your 

peace. Prosper the labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the nations of the 

world that mutual understanding and common endeavor may be increased among all peoples. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, universities, and centers of research and 

those who teach and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that people may 



serve You honorably in Church and state, and that our common life may be conformed to the 

ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with joy. Keep our children in the 

covenant of their Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and 

devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of affection and service that they may 

show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, the 

leisure and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under Your special protection those 

whose work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who put their hands to any useful task. 

Give them the just rewards for their labor and the knowledge that their work is a blessing in 

Your sight. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity 

including: 

    Charlie Crosby    

    Kay Brown (Sister of Dave and Lynn Matthews) for strength as she receives therapy 

       Bob and Helene Hegerfeld (Father and Mother of Brenda Scherer) 

       Ron Franz for strength and healing 

       Lynn and Lori Matthews 

       Troy Stults (Son of Andy and Brenda Wolf) 

       Eldora Fuelling 

       Andy Buuck (Nephew of Suzann Rekeweg) 

       Larry Hockemeyer (Father of Lori Conrad) 

       Cheryl Caffee 

       Lori Sprunger who was recently diagnosed with breast cancer 

       Herb and Sharon Banning 

       Leanne Busick 

    Donna Berning as she recovers from brain surgery 

    Vera Berning 

    Dave Schnitz (grandfather of Gavin and Cooper Scherer) 

 Be with those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death 

draws near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, 

taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on 

earth, who now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring 

us at last to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of 

Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God forever. 

C Amen. 



Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to 

the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this 

day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being 

ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus LSB 228 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction LSB 228 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen.  

Hymn to Depart: 826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying 

In His Service Today: 
Preacher: The Rev. Leonard Tanksley 
Liturgist: The Sem. Adam Thiel 
Organist: Mrs. Jackie Sanderson  
Deacons: Matt Braun (Head), Fred M. Fuelling, Louie Fuelling, Matt Rogusz 
Elders: Rod Busick (Head), Jim Fuelling, John Fuelling, Andy Wolf 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERINGS: Home Purpose/Total Offerings- $3,556.00. 
*NOTE: Needed each week to meet the ministry needs of St. Peter: $6,500.00.* 

 
CARD SHOWER: The family of Marilyn (Boerger) Buuck would like to request a card shower for 
her 90th birthday upcoming on January 27th.  Her address is 5424 West 1050 North, Decatur, 
Indiana 46733.  Any well wishes or note you would like to include would be appreciated.  Thank 
you! 
 
2022 ANNUAL REPORTS are printed and available for Voters’ Assembly today. 
 
VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY will meet TODAY Sunday, January 22nd. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are provided in honor of Vern and Judy Witte’s upcoming 60th wedding 
anniversary on January 25th.  
 
A FREE WILL COLLECTION will take place for the Christmas committee after service today and 
next Sunday in the back of the church to help forgo some new expenses. 
 
 



SEMINARY FOOD CO-OP for JANUARY & FEBRUARY: During the months of January and 
February we will be collecting “Laundry” items for the Seminary Food Co-op.  Suggestions are 
but not limited to are: liquid laundry detergent, laundry pods, dryer sheets, bleach, stain pre-
treater, laundry softener, spray starch.  All your donations are greatly appreciated by the 
Seminary and can be placed in the gray and white bag at Church. 
 
CHURCH CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF JANUARY 22nd, 2023  
TODAY     9:00 am Divine Service 
     ---------- Voters’ Assembly 
     12-3pm SPI Open House 
WEDNESDAY  10:00 am Bible Study 
THURSDAY    9:00 am Quilting 
     9:30 am  Pastor’s Study Group at Bingen 
SUNDAY       9:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
     ---------- Bible Study/Sunday School 
  



Looking Ahead to Next Week  

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot 

stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 

temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Old Testament Reading       Micah 6:1–8 
1Hear what the Lord says: 

Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 

 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord, 

 and you enduring foundations of the earth, 

for the Lord has an indictment against his people, 

 and he will contend with Israel. 
3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

 How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 

 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

and I sent before you Moses, 

 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 

 and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

 that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 

6“With what shall I come before the Lord, 

 and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

 with calves a year old? 
7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 

 and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

 and to walk humbly with your God?  

Epistle         1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 

believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a 



stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish 

in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 

that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your 

life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord. 

 

Holy Gospel         Matthew 5:1–12 
 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Introit 

For the Lord knows the way of the  | righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will  | perish. 

Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the  | wicked,* 

 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of  | scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law  | of the Lord,* 

 and on his law he meditates  | day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does 

not  | wither.* 

 In all that he does, he  | prospers. 

The wicked  | are not so,* 

 but are like chaff that the wind  | drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the  | judgment,* 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the  | righteous. 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

For the Lord knows the way of the  | righteous,* 

 but the way of the wicked will  | perish.



 
 
 


