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Opening Hymn: 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 

consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit 
In the wilderness prepare the way  | of the LORD;* 

 make straight in the desert a highway  | for our God. 

Seek the LORD  | and his strength;* 

 seek his presence con- | tinually! 

Remember the wondrous works that  | he has done,* 

 his miracles, and the judgments he  | uttered, 

O offspring of Abraham, his  | servant,* 

 children of Jacob, his  | chosen ones! 

He is the  | LORD our God;* 

 his judgments are in  | all the earth. 

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

In the wilderness prepare the way  | of the LORD;* 

 make straight in the desert a highway  | for our God. 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 

 in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the 

nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance 

and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance 



and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ 

Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in 

order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 

said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

 make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were 

going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping 

with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for 

I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is 

laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into 

the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

Sermon 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the Holy Church, that God would continually feed her with His Word and Sacraments as 

she looks for Christ’s return, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the Church, that pastors would continually prepare the way for Jesus’ return in glory by 

preaching Law and Gospel; and that congregations would hear their words in faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 



C Lord, have mercy. 

P For families, that they would faithfully fulfill their vocations to love and forgive one another, 

even as they grow in the fear, love and trust of the Lord, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For civil authorities, that they would govern with justice and righteousness as leaders 

appointed by God to protect the innocent, punish the wicked and work for the common 

welfare of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and suffering, especially:  

       Charlie Crosby 

       Kay Brown (Sister of Dave and Lynn Matthews) for strength as she receives therapy 

       Helene Hegerfeld (Mother of Brenda Scherer) 

       Ron Franz for strength and healing 

       Lynn and Lori Matthews 

       Troy Stults (Son of Andy and Brenda Wolf) 

       Eldora Fuelling 

       Andy Buuck (Nephew of Suzann Rekeweg) 

       Shirley Buuck (sister-in-law- to Suzann Rekeweg) for strength and healing 

       Phil Vorhees (Dale and Leanne's son-in-law)  

       Larry Hockemeyer (Father of Lori Conrad) 

       Cheryl Caffee 

       Paul Gunsett 

       Lori Sprunger who was recently diagnosed with breast cancer 

that as the day draws near when the wolf will dwell alongside the lamb and pain and 

destruction will be no more, God would grant them patience, comfort and healing according 

to His will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who commune this day, that their hearts would be stirred up to make ready the way of 

the Lord Jesus, who comes in His body and blood, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Grant, heavenly Father, that we may be kept in joy and sustained in hope through every 

trouble and trial of this mortal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 

shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on 



Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen 

from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ 

the kingdom of heaven draws near. 

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, 

given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until 

He comes again in glory. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 



Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 210
. 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Sit 

Distribution 
837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–6 
343 Prepare the Royal Highway 
346 When All the World Was Cursed 
Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity.
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 



C Amen. 

Hymn to Depart: 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
 

In His Service Today: 
Preacher and Celebrant: The Rev. Leonard Tanksley 
Liturgist: The Sem. Michael Speckhard 
Organist: Mrs. Vickie Hammond 
Deacons: Bruce Scherer (Head), Joe Werling, Matt Braun, Fred M. Fuelling 
Elders: John Fuelling (Head), Andy Wolf, Rod Busick, Jim Fuelling 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERINGS: Home Purpose-$3,045.00; Missions- $400.00; Building Fund- $150.00; Total Offerings- 
$3,595.00; SPI- $130.00. 

*NOTE: Needed each week to meet the ministry needs of St. Peter: $6,500.00.* 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: St. Peter’s Mission budget obligation for 2022 is $11,000.00. We have met our 
Mission budget goal for 2022 with surplus going to SPI ($205.00 from this past week). Thank you for 
your ongoing support of the mission & ministry of St. Peter. 
 
6TH AND 7TH GRADE 2024 CLASS TRIP FUNDRAISER: Christmas wreath pick up is TODAY, Sunday, 
December 4th, from 10:15-11:15am at SPI. Please bring your ticket with you on December 4th during 
the pick-up time. Please contact Erin Franz at 260-341-2932 if you have any questions.  
 
NOMINATIONS FOR THE DECEMBER 4th VOTERS ASSEMBLY ELECTION: 
-President (1): Dave Bischoff, Bruce Scherer 
-Elder (2): John Fuelling, Andy Wolf, Steve Fuelling 
-Deacon (2): Matt Rogusz, Louie Fuelling 
-Trustee (2): Sam Braun, Barry Scherer 
-Treasurer (1): Duane Franz, Marjeana Lemler 
-Recording Secretary (1): Lori Conrad 
-School Board (1): Kyle Bischoff 
 
SEMINARY FOOD CO-OP NEW THEME: During the months of November and December we will be 
collecting “Baking” items for the Seminary Food Co-op. Suggestions are but not limited to: plastic 
wrap, parchment paper, foil, cake mixes, brownie mixes, cupcake wrappers, icing, flour, sugar-
white, brown, powdered, spices, non-stick spray, oil, corn starch.  All donations are appreciated 
and can be placed in the bag at Church to be delivered to the Seminary.   
 
CHURCH CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF DECEMBER 4th, 2022 

TODAY     9:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
    ---------- Voters’ Assembly Election Meeting 
WEDNESDAY  10:00 am Bible Study 
    5:30 pm Soup Supper 
    7:00 pm Advent Mid-Week Service 
SUNDAY       9:00 am Divine Service 
     ---------- Bible Study/Sunday School 



Looking Ahead to Next Week 

Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your 

gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading       Isaiah 35:1–10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be 

glad; 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom 

like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

“Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the mute sing for 

joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie 

down, 

the grass shall become reeds and 

rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Way of 

Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

It shall belong to those who walk on 

the way; 

even if they are fools, they shall not 

go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up 

on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the Lord shall 

return 

and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; 

they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away.  

 Epistle         James 5:7–11 
 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 

for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not 

grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 

standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You 

have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 

compassionate and merciful. 

 



Holy Gospel         Matthew 11:2–15 
 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And 

Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and 

the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 

good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the 

Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of 

John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by 

force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept 

it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

   



 
 

Additional Christmas Worship Opportunities, 2022 

 

Wednesday, December 7, 7:00 pm 

Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm 

Mid-Week Advent Service at 7:00pm 

 

Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 pm 

Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm 

Mid-Week Advent Service at 7:00pm 

 

Wednesday, December 21, 7:00 pm 

Soup Supper beginning at 5:30pm 

Mid-Week Advent Service at 7:00pm 

 

Saturday, December 24, 7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 25, 9:00 am 

Divine Service of Holy Communion for Christmas Day, 

Festival of Our Lord’s Nativity 

 

Saturday, December 31, 7:00 pm 

New Year’s Eve Service with Holy Communion 
 


